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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress the generation of a color noise without lowering color 
reproductivity, by varying a suppressing degree so that the degree is made 
increase as illuminance is lowered, when a chrominance signal suppressing 
process for a low chroma part is performed. 

CONSTITUTION: A low chroma detecting part 14 in case of detecting a 
section for the low chroma part, outputs a low chroma detecting signal (d). A 
color gain control signal generating part 15 generates a control voltage (e) 
corresponding to the low chroma detecting signal (d), and the output voltage 
(b) of an illuminance detecting means 1 1. In other words, the signal generating 
part 1 5 lowers the gain of a color gain control circuit 9 in a low chroma 
section, and also, outputs the control voltage (e) which increases/decreases 
the proportion of the lowering of the gain at the inverse of the illuminance of 
an image pickup plane. In this way, since the more lowered illuminance, the 
more suppressed a chrominance signal level at the low chroma part, the color 
noise which is increased as the illuminance is lowered, can be suppressed 
strongly at the same time. 
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